
Meeting of the RTA 
Board of Directors

July 16, 2026
Welcome! Meeting Starts at 9:00 a.m.
Meeting Agenda: rtachicago.org



1. Call to order

2



Pledge of 
allegiance



RTA Board of Directors meeting

• Roll call

• Approval of minutes
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4. Public Comment
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5. Executive 
Director’s report



Legislative 
update



Today’s agenda



6. Information 
items
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6a. Monthly 
financials 



Operating deficit variances from budget YTD through 
May 2026
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(in millions)

Budget ($743.1) ($365.4) ($136.6) ($137.2) ($1,382.3)

Actual ($725.8) ($328.8) ($109.7) ($120.8) ($1,285.1)

Variance $17.3 $36.6 $26.9 $16.3 $97.1
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Monthly sales tax growth through March 2026

+6.0%

+8.6% +9.2%
+8.0%
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(in millions)

2025 
receipts $137.4 $129.2 $162.2 $428.8

2026 
receipts $145.7 $140.3 $177.0 $463.0

Growth $8.3 $11.1 $14.8 $34.2



6b. Regional 
service planning



• Consultant supported study of current and 
future regional service planning

• Supplement to the transition working group

• Focus on inter-agency connectivity

• Build foundational knowledge for NITA Act 
implementation

Regional service planning 
study
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NITA Act Implementation

• NITA Board adopts by Dec 2027

• Transit Propensity Thresholds

• Service Standards

• Regional service plan process 2028
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6c. 2026 
Community 
planning projects
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Program history

• Community Planning Program’s 28th Year 

• Technical Assistance for Land Use and 
Transportation Planning.

• Planning for housing and jobs near transit.

• Developing walkable communities with 
access to transit.
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Program impact

• Local Planning 2025 Annual Report

• 8 new projects began and 6 were completed

• Municipal Highlights:
• Worth
• Tinley Park
• Highwood

• Look for the “Annual Report” on our 
webpage: rtachicago.org/cp
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Types of assistance

Planning Focused
• Equitable Transit-Oriented Development Plans
• Transit Corridor Plans
• Neighborhood Access to Transit Improvement 

Plans 

Implementation Focused
• Zoning Code Updates
• Parking Regulation Updates
• Development Dialogues
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2026 Call for Projects

• March 30 – April 17, 2026

• Partnered with CMAP

• Received 12 Applications

• Application Review Process

• Service Board Feedback
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2026 Program of Projects

ETOD and Transit Corridor Studies

• 130th Street RLE ETOD Plan

• Western Avenue Corridor Study

• Harvard US-14 Corridor Study

• South Elgin La Fox Street Corridor Study
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2026 Program of Projects

Development Dialogues

• Fox Lake

• Glenwood

• Oak Park
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2026 Program of Projects
 

Parking and Zoning Projects

• Des Plaines

• Park Ridge

• Skokie
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Community Planning 
Program of Projects 
Project Locations

2026 Access to Transit projects

1 Harvard South Division Street Corridor Study
2 Fox Lake Development Dialogue
3 Skokie Parking and Zoning Updates
4 Des Plaines Parking and Zoning Updates
5 Park Ride Parking and Zoning Updates
6 South Elgin La Fox Street Corridor Study
7 Oak Park Development Dialogue
8 Chicago Western Ave Corridor Study
9 Chicago 130th Street Station  ETOD Plan

10 Glenwood Development Dialogue
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Next steps

• Notification Letters

• Contracting and Scoping

• Projects underway by end of year

rtachicago.org/cp



7. Action items
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7a. Approval of the 
formation of the Ad 
Hoc Committee on 
the Transition to 
the Northern 
Illinois Transit 
Authority (NITA)



7b. Appointment 
of an Acting 
Trustee to the 
Pension Trustees



7c. Approval of 
travel expense 
reimbursement(s) 



8. New Business
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Adjournment

The next Ad Hoc Committee meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday, July 22.

The next meeting of the RTA Board of Directors 
is scheduled for Thursday, August 20.
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Stay connected

rtachicago.org

transitistheanswer.org

Connections blog – rtachicago.org/blog

facebook.com/ChicagoRTA

instagram.com/@RTA_Chicago

threads.net/@rta_chicago

tiktok.com/@rta_chicago

twitter.com/@RTA_Chicago

youtube.com/RTAChicagoland

@rtachicago.bsky.social
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